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She prayed for an answer. And then it
came to her.

“I decided I wanted to give it to a family
who could benefit from it, who could enjoy it
as much as David and I enjoyed it those six
years,”” she said. ‘“That’s what I decided I
wanted to do. It was all a very sudden thing,
but it’s also the right thing.”

Marlene Perling’s cousin Dorlyn Desens of
International Falls heard of her intentions.
He immediately thought of the nice family
living across the street. How many times had
he seen the father lift the little boy from his
wheelchair to place him in the car? How
much longer could his back tolerate the
strain?

Desens spotted Terry Wood outside raking.
He went over to chat.

DREAM BECOMES REAL

At the lake house two weeks ago, Desens
put Terry and Tammy Wood on the phone
with his cousin.

‘“How do you like the wvan?”
Perling asked.

“The rest of the conversation is a blur to
me,” Terry Wood said Tuesday. He agreed it
went something like this:

The Woods: ‘“Very nice. But we’re not sure
we can buy it right now. We’re still paying
off our car and we just built a house.”” Their
house in town is 2% years old.

Perling: ‘“Well then, just take it.”

The Woods: “What do you mean? Just take
the van?”’

Perling: “Take it all. The house. The boat.
The van. It’s all free. I just want you to
enjoy it. Please enjoy it.”

“That’s when our knees started shaking
and Tammy started crying,” Terry Wood
said. “It’s a pretty incredible story, huh?
We’re still floating.”

“I know it’s meant to be,” Perling said.
“God orchestrated this whole thing. He took
me step by step. He led me to this family. I
asked God to show me a family who could
benefit from this. They are all that and
more.”

Marlene

ZACHARY CAN’T WAIT

Zachary is most eager to go fishing with
his grandfather. The boy has had 29 surgeries
since birth. His spinal cord never developed
completely. He suffers respiratory problems,
and his vocal cords are paralyzed.

His prognosis is good, however; he’s ex-
pected to lead a full life, his parents said.

But he has never been able to get in a boat
with his grandfather until now.

On Monday, Marlene Perling and the
Woods gathered in a lawyer’s office in Inter-
national Falls. She signed over the deed. She
even decided to leave behind all the leather
and woodsy moose-motif furniture. It was
too much of a hassle to take back to Ari-
zona, she said; the moving company wanted
more than $7,000.

The Woods plan to move into their new
home after school lets out. With the place
fully furnished, they plan to keep only their
most cherished possessions.

The rest?

“Give it away,” Tammy Wood said.e

——
OREGON HEALTH CARE HERO
e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to salute Oregonian Laure

Trickel, a coronary care nurse who is
saving the lives of Oregon teenagers
through her Heart Ready High Schools
Program. Because Laure saw an im-
pending health threat in Oregon
schools, envisioned a solution and
made every effort to implement her
plan, she is an Oregon ‘‘Health Care
Hero.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Over the past few years, Oregonians
have seen several cardiac events
threaten the lives of Oregon teenagers
during school-sponsored sporting
events. Tragically, we have lost more
than one treasured teen to an unex-
pected heart attack on the fields and
courts of our schools.

Two cardiac events occurred at Ash-
land High School in Laure Trickel’s
southern Oregon hometown. As a coro-
nary care nurse, Laure quickly saw
that high schools were simply not pre-
pared to deal with these events, where
time is of the essence and technology is
critical to saving lives. In Laure’s own
words, ‘‘Although a high school could
be as prepared as possible for a person
with a weapon of violence, it was not
at all prepared for the number one kill-
er of Americans: heart disease and sud-
den cardiac arrest.”

In response, Laure created the Heart
Ready High Schools Program, asking
local hospitals to donate automated ex-
ternal defibrillators, AED, to local
high schools. She also asked the hos-
pitals to provide training for staff and
students, to ensure that the school
would be ready to effectively respond
in an emergency should another trag-
edy occur.

After the first donation by Ashland
Community Hospital, several other Or-
egon hospitals caught Laure’s vision
and decided to help. I join the parents
of students at Ashland, Crater, Eagle
Point, Butte Falls, and Prospect high
schools in thanking Ashland Commu-
nity Hospital, Rogue Valley Medical
Center, the Children’s Miracle Net-
work, Providence, and Medford Medical
Center for making these lifesaving de-
vices and training available. Since that
time, Merle West Medical Center and
the KMSB Foundation have provided
similar equipment and skill training to
three Klamath Falls high schools,
spreading this critical program further
across our State.

These are difficult financial times for
both schools and hospitals, and I ap-
plaud these community hospitals for
responding to this great need with
their time and limited funds. Many Or-
egon students will owe their lives to
the quick emergency treatment they
will receive should a cardiac event
occur.

Most of all, I am grateful to Laure
Trickel for finding a way to prevent
needless death among Oregon students.
Making a difference requires vision,
great courage, a willingness to ask for
help, and following through. Laure has
done all these things, and we owe her
our great thanks. She is a true ‘‘Health
Care Hero’’ for Oregon.e

————

CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REVLON RUN/
WALK FOR WOMEN IN LOS ANGE-
LES

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,

today I rise to recognize the efforts of

the more than 60,000 men, women, and
children who will be meeting at the
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Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum at Ex-
position Park on Saturday, May 10,
2003, to celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the Revlon Run/Walk and to raise
funds for women’s cancers. The largest
5K event in the Nation, the Revlon
Run/Walk, presented by the Entertain-
ment Industry Foundation, EFT, and
cochaired by Ellen Barkin, Ronald O.
Perelman and Lilly Tartikoff, will
raise funds to target research that will
contribute to the development of im-
portant new therapies, such as
Herceptin to treat breast cancer, the
first in the wave of new targeted can-
cer treatments.

To date, the Revlon Run/Walk in Los
Angeles and New York has raised more
than $27 million since its beginning in
Los Angeles a decade ago. The Revlon
Run/Walk in Los Angeles will be hosted
by Debra Messing and Billy Crystal
along with Revlon spokespersons Karen
Duffy and Jaime King.

The Los Angeles area beneficiaries
for 2003 include: The Revlon/UCLA
Women’s Cancer Research Program,
National Women’s Cancer Research Al-
liance (NWCRA), the Wellness Commu-
nity, WIN Against Breast Cancer, USC/
Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
and Hospital Ovarian & Breast Cancer
Program, the UCLA Digital Mammog-
raphy Program, T.H.E., The Help Ev-
eryone, Clinic, Inc., Los Angeles Breast
Cancer Alliance, John Wayne Cancer
Institute, Breast Cancer Research Pro-
gram, Women of Color Breast Cancer
Survivors Support Program, Team Sur-
vivor Los Angeles, Providence Saint
Joseph Foundation, Art of Healing—
Women’s Health, Gilda Radner Ovarian
and Breast Cancer Detection Program
at Cedars Sinai Medical Center, Asian
Pacific Health Care Venture, Inc.
(ACPHCV), and weSpark.

Today, 1 in 27 American women will
die of breast cancer. According to the
American Cancer Society, every 2.5
minutes a woman is diagnosed with
breast cancer, every 13 minutes a
woman dies of breast cancer, and this
year alone 54,100 women will lose their
lives to breast and ovarian cancer. For
a woman with ovarian cancer today,
there is still no method of early detec-
tion.

In my home State of California, the
American Cancer Society is predicting
this year that more than 26,300 women
will be diagnosed with breast and other
women cancers and more than 5,500
grandmothers, mothers, wives, daugh-
ters, sisters, cousins, and friends will
die.

The facts serve as a reminder that
there is still so much to be done. Mam-
mograms are a proven method of early
detection. Unfortunately a large por-
tion of women are not getting
screened.

The continuing fight requires many
levels of commitment and I want to
congratulate all those individuals in-
volved in this worthwhile event as they
celebrate both Mother’s Day and the
10-year anniversary of the Revlon Run/
Walk. The thousands running in Los
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